
How to invent five conlangs
in 45 mins

and still leave ample time for discussion

Njenfalgar



The art of sketchlanging

• the con-analogue of borsht con sushi or 
Milwaukee…

• Quidquid Elphense dictum sit, altum 
sonotur.

My credentials: more that a hundred languages, most of 
them quite worthless.



Conlang nr. 0: Engwish
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Conlang nr. 1: Orkish
• tharik: to cause to bring
• -ed: future
• -l: them
• -ok: fully

• thrak-: to bring
• -at: jussive future
• -ul: them
• -ûk: all

thrakatulûk

thrak-at-ul-ûk

bring-JUSS-them-all
to bring them all

Hurrian











Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insui

Requirements:
• name of language, people…
• boy’s name
• girl’s name
• king’s name
• translate wise saying by that king
• random words: “lion”, “but”, “zebra”, 

“hyena”, “penguin”, “simple”
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Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insui

• root of some placename: p̕ in·suj
• class 1/2: wu-, q̕ a-
• class 7/8: ɬa-, χʷa-
• class 14: ʔa-

hlaP’insui is spoken in aP’insui by the 
q’aP’insui



Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insui

• class 5/6: sa-, pʰiw-, often null, pʰiw-
• bright: xʷa·tʰun
• velvet: ʔan·maw
• lion: mian·k̕ ʲu
• boy’s name: Khwatun (cfr. Minh)
• girl’s name: Anmau (cfr. Nhung)
• king’s name: Miank’u (cfr. Simba)



Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insui

• class 9/10: k̕ ʷa-, k ̕ʷa-
• language: k̕ ʷa-lia·χan
• polite conj: -kʰʷan-
• 1pp: ji-
• with: ni
• but: lan·tɬ̕ i
• zebra: k ̕ʷa-kʰʲu·pʰian
• and: qʰʷiw

• friend: wu-ʦʰin
• hyena: k̕ ʷa-wi·χu·ʦ̕ in
• new: qʰʷi·ʦʰaj
• penguin:
  k̕ ʷa-jian·q̕ uj·sun
• beautifying part: -ʦʰi
• simple: t̕ i·jan



Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insui

Qwiu yikwanni k’waliaqhantsi k’waqwitsai, 
q’atsin!

qʰʷiw ji-kʰʷan-ni k̕ ʷa-liaχan-ʦʰi k ̕ ʷa-qʰʷiʦʰaj,
and 1pp-POL-with CL9-langauge-BEAU CL9-new,
q ̕a-ʦʰin!
CL2-friend!

And we have a new language, friends!
(Sayings of the Lion, King Miank’u)



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú
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Labial Dental Alveolar Velar Glotta
lNasal m nn

Plosive p t ~ kt ~ kt ~ k ʔ
Nasal click n| ~ n!n| ~ n!
Click | !
Fricative h
Sonorant w ~ v l



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú

Labial Dental Alveolar Velar Glotta
lNasal m nn

Plosive p t ~ kt ~ kt ~ k ʔ
Nasal click n| ~ n!n| ~ n!
Click | !
Fricative h
Sonorant w ~ v l

+ French vowels, Pirahã tones (according to 
Everett)



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú

some Japanese:
• possessor + object
• postpositions
• standard + comp. & 

domain + superl.
• verb-final
• rel. clause + ant.

some Welsh:
• noun + adjective
• number + noun
• auxiliary + verb

Word order:
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• possessor + object
• postpositions
• standard + comp. & 

domain + superl.
• verb-final
• rel. clause + ant.

• noun + adjective
• number + noun
• auxiliary + verb

Word order:

all Basque:



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú
• cool place: ký!one
• noise: miú
• some genitive: -ʔø
• orchid: ʔɛɔhi
• two: ín|œ

• this language: Tý!one’ö miú 
(cfr. tiếng Việt)

• girl’s name: ’Ɛɔhi (cfr. Lan)
• boy’s name: Ín|œ (cfr. Nhị)



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú
• example: wika (cfr. 

mẫu)
• simple: kiana (< t̕ i·jan, 

cfr. cơ bản)
• rather: káihɛ ́
• it is: !y (very irregular 

verb, of course)

• fun: |ole, |ole-|ǿkø 
(cfr. hài, hài hước)

• isn’t it: po + verb
• still: liýwu
• but: áó (cfr. mà), 

lanaki (< lan·tɬ̕ i, cfr. 
nhưng), lanakiáó (cfr. 
nhưng mà)



Conlang nr. 3: Tý!one’ö miú

Liývu vika káihɛ́ tiana !y, lanatiáó |ole|
őkö po !y?

liy ́wu wika  káihɛ ́ kiana  !y,
still example rather simple is,
lanaki-áó |ole-|ǿkø po !y?
but-but fun-REDUP Q is?
It’s still a rather simple example, but it’s 

fun, isn’t it?
(Very Wise Proverb™)



Conlang nr. 4: Mbghartihmlunjgwe



Conlang nr. 4: Mbghartihmlunjgwe

• prefix like по- in по-Русский: mbʱu-
• a region on some planet: aʈim ̥l̥u
• adjectives end in -e, to make them one 

adds an infix -ɲɟu-
name of language: mbʱu-aʈim ̥l̥u-ɲɟu-e
• loans: 

– girl’s name: Ehi (< ’Ɛɔhi)
– fun: !ole!eke (< |ole-|ø ́kø)



Conlang nr. 5: Wæst-Ostæ̃ːʂh
infinitive past tense some 

gerund
form for 
aux.

cover kwæ̃ːʂhə
be tuː
choose hroːt
show zæː
go twæː
put ʂhym
shit stif
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Conlang nr. 5: Wæst-Ostæ̃ːʂh
infinitive past tense some 

gerund
form for 
aux.

cover kwæ̃ːʂhə kwæ̃ːʂhəm kwæ̃ːʂhətʃə kwæ̃ːʂhəm
be tuː hɑːs/hʌrə tuːtʃə tuːk
choose hroːt hrɔt hroːtʃə hrɔtək
show zæː zæːm zæːtʃə zæːk
go twæː neːhm twæːtʃə twæk
put ʂhym ʂhym ʂhymtʃə ʂhym
shit stif stæf stiftʃə stæf



Written assignment

• vowels from Sakao
• contrasting different phonations on 

consonants (you may choose a language)
• Hixkaryana syntax
• conjugation for linkedness (copy from 

Kirundi)
• add some English messiness
• Vietnamese-inspired etymologies
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