How to invent five conlangs

IN 45 mins
and still leave ample time for discussion

Njenfalgar




The art of sketchlanging

* the con-analogue of borsht con sushi or
Milwaukee...

e Quidquid Elphense dictum sit, altum
sonotur.

My credentials: more that a hundred languages, most of
them quite worthless.




Conlang nr. 0: Engwish
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Aww About Google  Google Espaia




Conlang nr. O bis: Lallatinidor

Qui dquid EI phinedictu msit |
al tum SO N otu .




Conlang nr. O bis: Lallatinidor

Quillidquidor Ellélphine dictulltm sitor,
allatumidor sollonollotudor.




Conlang nr. 1: Orkish

 tharik: to cause to bring
e -ed: future

e -I:them M

o -ok: fully




Conlang nr. 1: Orkish

tharik: to cause to bring thrak-: to bring
-ed: future e -at: jussive future
-I: them M e -ul: them

-ok: fully  -Uk:all




Conlang nr. 1: Orkish

tharik: to cause to bring thrak-: to bring

-ed: future e -at: jussive future
-I: them M e -ul: them
-ok: fully e -Uk: all

thrakatulUk
thrak-at-ul-Uk

bring-JUSsSs-them-all
to bring them all







J,

g

T Te

TRARNEY







V.




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

Requirements:

e name of language, people...

* boy’s name

e girl’'s name

e king’s name

 translate wise saying by that king

e random words: “lion”, “but”, “zebra”,
*hyena’”, “penguin”, “simple”




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

vikipedia.orgfwikifMuxlk_language
le Books y&1 SPIRES-HEP Search

vq-i8-F --& M-
Salish (for example, the absence of pharyngeals, and the presence of marked gender). Nuxalk also borrows many word
Heiltsuk), as well as some from neighboring Athabascan languages and Tsimshian. B!

Sounds

Consonants

The 28 consonants of Nuxalk, with the orthography of (Davis & Saunders 1997, p. 23) when it differs from the IPA. (A
Languagegeek.com link below.):

L Alveolar Velar Uvular .
Bilabial Palatal Glottal
central | lateral palatalized labialized plain labialized
aspirated [ t <t> kb <k> | keb <kes b <g ) geb <o ?
Stop
sjective | p’ t <t Kick= | kw<kv> g <g> gv<gqee
aspirated Tieh <c>
Affricate =
ejective Tte' <X <A >
Fricative s 4 <f= ¥i <x> W ¥ ¥ {h
Sonorant m n | j<y> W

(Nater 1984, p. 3) postulates the existence of phonemic syllabic consonantal counterparts of the sonorants - /m, n, If (<m nl
By this analysis Nuxalk would only have one phonemic vowel, fa/. (Words claimed to have unpredictable syllabics include s

are children’ )

Vowels

Front| Central Back
Close| i u

Open a

Allophony

/if may be pronounced:




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

vikipedia.orgfwikifMuxlk_language

le Books y&1 SPIRES-HEP Search

7 oup a cr— T oo FoT o ToT oo ToT o ToT goT
v-‘l-u@.,rx ~L~_Q ™M -~ . P«
Salish {for example, the absence of pharyngeals, and the presence of marked gender). Nuxalk also'lnals ao ao bao pao mao dao taO nao |aU gaU kaO
Heiltsuk), as well as some from neighboring Athabascan languages and Tsimshian. B!
ou ou pou mou |fou dou |[tou ‘nou |lou |gou | kou
Sounds
an an | ban pan |man |[fan dan tan |nan |lan |gan | kan
Consonants
The 28 consonants of Nuxalk, with the orthography of (Davis & Saunders 1997, p. 23) when it diff{ en en ben pen |men fen den nen gen ken
Languagegeek.com link below.):
ang ang bang pang|/mang fang dang tang| nang lang gang kan
Alveolar Velar Uvular
Bilabial Palatal Glottal
central | lateral palatalized labialized | plain |labialized eng | eng heng peng | meng feng deng teng neng |eng geng ken
aspirated|  ph t* <t> kb <k> |k <kv> |gh <q> | g <gqv> | 7
Stop ejective | p | t<t> Ki<ks |k <kes o <4> | g < er er
aspirated Tteh <c> A . 5 Q o - o 5 o
Affricate| — i yi bi o |pi |mi di ti ni i
ejective Tte' <X <A >
Fricative s 4 <> i <> e % N (h) ia wa dia lia
Sonorant m n | j <y w

(Nater 1984, p. 3) postulates the existence of phonemic syllabic consonantal counterparts of the sonorants - /m, n, If (<m nl
By this analysis Nuxalk would only have one phonemic vowel, fa/. (Words claimed to have unpredictable syllabics include s

are children’ )

Vowels

Front| Central Back
Close| i u

Open a

Allophony

/if may be pronounced:




vikipedia.orgfwikifMuxlk_language

Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

) cTr— T ToT FoT TTToT ToT TTT Tt TToT ToT goT
R BT M= Ry AR o
Salish (for example, the absence of pharyngeals, and the presence of marked gender). Nuxalk also'lnals ao ao bao pao mao dao 'tao | hao laon gao kao

Heiltsuk), as well as some from neighboring Athabascan languages and Tsimshian. &

ou ou pou mou |fou dou |[tou ‘nou |lou |gou | kou
Sounds

an an ban |pan |man fan |dan (tan |nan |lan gan  kan
Consonants
The 28 consonants of Nuxalk, with the orthography of (Davis & Saunders 1997, p. 23) when it diff{ en en ben pen |men fen den nen gen ken

Languagegeek.com link below.):

ana  ann hann! nang rmano fana dang tang nang  lang  oans kan

Alveolar ‘ Velar Uvular
Bilabial Tratorar Palatal - . . _ Glottal
central eral 1 1 plain 1
i ml T e el KISWAHILI ?  HAKUNA MATATA !
Stop ejective P t<t> Ki<ks | kv <k g <gE | g g
e aspirated Tish <o KISWAH“.' GRAMMAR = TABLE OF CONTENTS
‘ejedive Ts' <t <h >
Fricative s 4 <t> i<y 5P X X (h) LIAPTER 00 | INTRODUCTION
Sonorant m n | j<y> W
; IAPTER 01 |Swahili Spelling and pronunciation

(Nater 1984, p. 3) postulates the existence of phonemic syllabic consonantal counterparts of the sonorant

By this analysis Nuxalk would only have one phonemic vowel, fa/. (Words claimed to have unpredictable
are children' %)

Vowels

’ Front| Central|Back

Close| i u

Open a

Allophony

fif may be pronounced:

IAPTER 11 |Cuncordant Adjectives

IAPTER 12 | Invariable Adjectives




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP

vikipedia.orgfwikifMuxlk_language

le Books y&1 SPIRES-HEP Search

) T = oot FoT TTTOoT ToT oTT ToT T ToT goT
vq-48-7 a0 M- foup e
Salish (for example, the absence of pharyngeals, and the presence of marked gender). Nuxalk also'"lals ao ao bao pao mao dao tao nhao lao gao kao
Heiltsuk), as well as some from neighboring Athabascan languages and Tsimshian. &
ou ou pou mou |fou dou |[tou ‘nou |lou |gou | kou
Sounds
an an ban |pan |man fan |dan (tan |nan |lan gan  kan
Consonants
The 28 consonants of Nuxalk, with the orthography of (Davis & Saunders 1997, p. 23) when it diff en en ben pen |men fen den nen gen ken
| annnanenesk com Iin% helnw Y-
Orome s gro N ary
fano dang tang nano lans  sang | lan

Respectful verbs

some irregular respectful formsl*2ten nesded]

[edit]

meaning plain respectful (sonkeigo) humble (kenjogo) polite (teineigo) XKU NA MATATA !
see / look { watch B3, miru CETHB go-ran ni naru FRI3 hatken suru RFT mimasu
meet &3 au regular (ex. BRVRF o-ai ni nard) | BEEDNS o-me ni kaka | £0FT aimasu TABLE OF CONTENTS
% an ZEB gozaru
be' on
W5 i £% o 8% o
L5oLd irassharu . d .
come / go' 5?_5% .kuru (come) BUWEFD o-ide ni naru &3 ukagau 57 main ing and pronunciation
o o I
know 1% shiru U go-zonji da #FUBlFS zonji ageru FUTWS zonji te irv
‘ 255 ars o I . . pfinitive
eat { drink 485 nomu (drink) BLH'% meshi-agaru TBS itadaku TBS itadaku
. . TBS ttadakel? - . _
Y
give 9% yaru (considered rude today, except in Kansai dialect) . _
{who receives is respected) | #5(F% agerv (once the humble form) ZELilFB sashiageru HFET agemasu
_ {hB kureru {JEeB kudasaru ChES kuremasu
do 9% swu 122&% nasam Y itasu LEY shimasu
say E3 L% ossharu :;_iz:)mos egent EWVET limasu
— . e T bt IndefiniteTense
sleep 3% ner BERIID o-yasumi ni naru AHETS yasumimasu Adjectives
die FEh. shinu BLEDERD o-nakunari ni naru <% nakunary djectives
1 The distinction between these three verbs is lost in some respectful forms. _

2 Both are the humble form of receive (553 morau); it can also be used for related verbs like eat (BA% taber) and drink (B8 noru).

Word beautification

See also: #Honorific prefixes

[edit]




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

e root of some placename: pin-suj
e class 1/2: wu-, ga-

* class 7/8: ta-, x"a-

e class 14: ?a-

hlaP’insul is spoken in aP’insul by the
g’aP’insul




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

class 5/6: sa-, phiw-, often null, phiw-
bright: xwa-thun

velvet: ?an-maw

lion: mian-ku

boy’s name: Khwatun (cfr. Minh)
gir’'s name: Anmau (cfr. Nhung)

king’s name: Miank’u (cfr. Simba)




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

class 9/10: kwa-, kwa- < friend: wu-fshin

language: kwa-lia-xan ¢ hyena: kWa-wi-xu-fsin

polite con;j: -khwan- * new: ghwi-fshaj

1pp: Ji- e penguin:

with: ni kwa-jian-q'uj-sun
but: lan-t+1 * beautifying part: -fshi

zebra: kKWa-kMu-phian < gimple: ti-jan
and: ghwiw




Conlang nr. 2: hlaP’insul

Qwiu yikwanni k'waliaghantsi k'waqwitsal,
g’atsin!

gwiw ji-kh'wan-ni k'wa-liaxan-ts"i Kwa-ghwitshay,
and 1pp-PoOL-with CL9-langauge-BEAU CL9-new,
ga-tshin!

cL2-friend!

And we have a new language, friends!
(Sayings of the Lion, King Miank’u)




Conlang nr. 3

. Tylone’o miu

to represent this phoneme. However, that does not prevent anyone from usi
Hawaiian. !

The missionaries also found allophonic variation between [1] and [r] {written

Consonants

Hawaiian has one of the smallest consonant inventories (Rotokas, the sma

Consonants
Labial Alveolar Velar|Glottal

Nasal m n
Plosive p t~k ?
Fricative h

Sonorant| w ~ v |

[p] and [h] are reported to be in free variation, although reports of [b] could Y

There is basic free variation of [t] and [k]. However, since Hawaiian has no
fricative, or afficate, can function as a /&.U"% In essence, [d], [s], [2]. [
allophones noted by the missionaries in the 1820s, and by linguists, are [t]

affricated clicks

labial | dental|lateral
clicks|clicks | clicks

g0
Oh
gOh

o

nQ
'n0

q0
g0q
Ogh

0g'

0x
g0x
Ogx'
gOgx’

0"
no"

Ohh

lhh

al
Ih

gllh

gl
gll
llah
gligh
llo
alle’
1%
allx
flo
Glle’
I

|

(Ihh

‘sharp’ clicks

VWEesST? d

alveolar |palatal |accompaniment and DoBeS analysis

clicks

a'q

Yo'
glox’
"
nt"

'hh

clicks

af
th
gth

¥
nh$

n

%
g3
foh
g3gh
i
a4’
1
%
o

g’

nf'

thh

Clicks analyzed as segn|
Tenuis
Yoiced
Aspirated. <tha> is explosively aspirated [#4a].

Breathy voiced. <gh> is phonetically [#a]

Ejective. <¥'a> is phonetically [#k'?a]; the strong burst of the [k
vowel comparable to that of <§"a> [#7a].

<g¥a> is phonetically [#3a], with a creaky onset to the vowel.

“Yoiceless nasal. <nfa> is phonetically [fj#4], nasal with voiceles]

“Yoiced nasal. <n$a> is phonetically [%3], nasal with murmured

Preglottalized nasal. <'na> is phonetically [?0%4], nasal with a g
Clicks analyzed as clug

<q¥> M+ fgf. Two releases, /4 and /gf.

<gg> — M+ Ayl

<gh> — /4 + /gt Two releases, /4 and /g".

<gtgh> — 4 + fop/ ([] ~ [6*])

<3g'> — 4 + /0'/. <$q'a> is phonetically /grar.

<G> — A+ Y

<> — M + h/ (analogous to <tx, tsx>)

<gfu> — M + A (analogous to <dx, dzx=)

<gqu'> — 4+ Jgp/ (analogous to <pgx’, tgx', tsgqx'>)

<ggu'> — M4+ Jgp/ (analogous to <dgx’, dzgx'=)

<F'> — M4+ 72/ Initial <§"a> is phonetically [#?a); after a vowel
contrast with the ejective click <¥'a>.

<nf's — M4+ 24 <nf'a> is phonetically [p¥a). The nasal ventin

<thh> — /4 + /h/. <thha> is phonetically [fi#ha); the [h] is wea
click <thax.

nihh i 4 thi onthhas o nhanaticalle (ndfhal Tho nacal




Conlang nr. 3: Tylone’6 miu

to represent this phoneme. However, that does not prevent anyone from using the ¢ realiz|

Hawaiian. )

The missionaries also found allophonic variation between [

Consonants

Hawaiian has one of the smallest consonant inventories (R

Consonants
Labial Alveolar Velar|Glottal

Nasal m n
Plosive p t~k ?
Fricative h

Sonorant| w ~ v |

[p] and [h] are reported to be in free variation, although repg

There is basic free variation of [t] and [k]. However, since |

fricative, or affricate, can function as a /2" In essencs

{in central Ju); and two lateral clicks, which in the only dialects known to distinguish them
lateral || with a rear release. There may be an additional palatal lateral click (a palatal click
being investigated. Given the poor state of documentation of Khoisan languages, it is guite
than five places of articulation.

Click release
inventory

dental | only

alveolar ! only

3 releases, 1,1, 1l

4 releases, |, #, 1, Il

4 releases, |, #, 1+, |l
5releases, o, 1, 1,1l

5releases, |, !, I, Il

5 releases, o, 01,1, !, 1« Damin

Languages
Dahalo
Sesotho
Sandawe, Hadza, Xhosa, Zulu {in Hadza and

Korana, Nama, Yeyi, Zhu|'hdasi (southeastern Ju)
'Kung (Grootfontein)

$HEA, N|u, [Xam, 'Xdd

'Kung {Angola)

allophones noted by the missionaries in the 1820s, and by linguists, are [t] and [k]. Elbq




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

Labial | Dental | Alveolar | Velar | Glotta
Nasal m n |
Plosive o t~k 7
Nasal click n| ~ n!
Click | !
Fricative h
Sonorant |w-~vV I




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

Labial | Dental | Alveolar | Velar | Glotta
Nasal m n |
Plosive o t~k 7
Nasal click n| ~ n!
Click | !
Fricative h
Sonorant |w-~vV I

+ French vowels, Piraha tones (according to
Everett)




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

Word order:
some Japanese: some Welsh:
e possessor + object * noun + adjective
e postpositions  number + noun

 standard + comp. &  auxiliary + verb
domain + superl.

e verb-final
e rel. clause + ant.




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

Word order:

all Basque:
possessor + object * noun + adjective
postpositions  number + noun

standard + comp. &  auxiliary + verb
domain + superl.

verb-final
rel. clause + ant.




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

cool place: ky'one
noise: miu

some genitive: -?g
orchid: ?€ohi

two: in|ce . , e
 this language: Ty!one’é miu

(cfr. tiéng Viét)
* girl's name: '€ohi (cfr. Lan)
 boy’s name: In|ce (cfr. Nhi)




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

example: wika (cfr. .
mau)

simple: kiana (< ti-jan, .
cfr. co’ ban)
rather: kaihe

It is: ly (very irregular
verb, of course)

fun: |ole, |ole-|oke
(cfr. hai, hai hworc)
Isn’t it: po + verb
still: liywu

but: ao (cfr. ma),
lanaki (< lan-tt1, cfr.

nhung), lanakiao (cfr.
nhung ma)




Conlang nr. 3: Ty!lone’6 miu

Liyvu vika kaihe tiana ly, lanatiao |ole]
OkO po ly?

liywu wika kaihe kiana ly,

stil example rather simple IS,

lanaki-ao |ole-|gkg po ly?

but-but fun-REDUP Q 1S?

It's still a rather simple example, but it's
fun, isn’t it?

(Very Wise Proverb™)




Conlang nr. 4: Mbghartihmlunjgwe

Consonants

Hmong makes a number of phonemic contrasts unfamiliar to English speakers. All non-glottal stops and affricates distin
independently of this. The consonant inventory of Hmong is shown in the chart below. {Consonants particular to Hmong [

Bilabial Labio- Dental
= -~ Retroflex |Palatal Velar Uvular Glottal
Plzain Lateral  |dental| piain Lateral
Voiceless m " n
Nasal
Voiced m {m" n
veiceless | p | pt | (p) | (p*) vt @ t |t |c|c [kik|g[eg| ?
Plosive Voiced d | df
Prenasalized” mpy | mpyh (mbl] (mblﬁ) ng g (ndl) (ndlﬁ) v.q an. ju ]uﬁ qg qgﬁ NG | NGh
Yoiceless ts | tsh ts | tst
Affricate =
Prenasalized rdz|rd2 gz | "z
Voiceless f s 4 s G h
Fricative
Voiced v 2 d

commaon speech, though the orthography re
singizwa iteka. would be pronounced as "Re

In the colloguial language, there are some
following:

Orthog. Pron.

w A/
pw pkf
bw by
mw mné
my mnp#
tw HAkw!
dw fdgw /
cw Akt
by by

Mote that these are all sequences; /bg/, for

Grammar

Approximant I

~* The status of the consonants described here as single phonemes with lateral release is controversial. A number of scholars |
the second element. The difference in analysis (e.g. between /p'/ and /pl/) is noted based on any disagreement in the sound
differing theoretical grounds. Those in favor of a unit-phoneme analysis generally argue for this based on distributional evidence
language, although see below) and dialect evidence (the laterally released dentals in Green Mong, e.g. /I/, correspond to the vg

s dlam L H £ smoval sl ' HEP | fomtln | Ul P PP N bl lmd 1 1

Lisomd 1 io doanel § v



Conlang nr. 4: Mbghartihmlunjgwe

* prefix like no- In no-Pyccknn: ™b"u-

* aregion on some planet: afimlu

e adjectives end In -e, to make them one
adds an infix -"ju-

name of language: ™b"u-afimlu-"ju-e

* loans:
— girl’'s name: Ehi (< '€ohi)
— fun: loleleke (< |ole-|gkg)




Conlang nr. 5: Waest-Ostae:sh

Infinitive | past tense |some form for
gerund aux.

cover | kweae:she

be tu:
choose | hro:t
show |zee:
go twee:
put shym

shit stif




Conlang nr. 5: Waest-Ostae:sh

Infinitive | past tense |some form for
gerund aux.

cover | kwee:sha | kwae:sheam |kwee:sheatfo |kwae:sham
be tu:

choose |hro-t

show |zae:

go twee:

put shym

shit stif




Conlang nr. 5: Waest-Ostae:sh

Infinitive | past tense |some form for

gerund aux.

cover | kwee:sha | kwae:sheam |kwee:sheatfo |kwae:sham

be tu: ha:s/hare  |tu:tfe tu:k

choose | hro:t hrot hro:tfe hrotak

show | zee: Zee:m zee:tfo zee:k

go twee: ne:hm twae:tfo twaek

put shym shym shymtfs shym

shit stif steef stiftfo steef




Written assignment

vowels from Sakao

contrasting different phonations on
consonants (you may choose a language)

Hixkaryana syntax

conjugation for linkedness (copy from
Kirundi)

add some English messiness
Viethamese-inspired etymologies
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